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“FOR AS IN ONE BODY WE HAVE MANY 
MEMBERS, AND THE MEMBERS DO NOT ALL HAVE 
THE SAME FUNCTION, SO WE, THOUGH MANY, 
ARE ONE BODY IN CHRIST, AND INDIVIDUALLY 
MEMBERS ONE OF ANOTHER.” -romans 12:4-5 


hen Westminster Seminary Cali- 

fornia (WSC) alumni talk about 

what they miss most about being 
on campus, often the first thing they mention 
is the intimate community of students, fac- 
ulty, and staff. Part of the joy of seminary for 
me, both as a student and now as a professor, 
is being a member of a community of faith and 
learning. An indispensable part of seminary 
education is students learning from fellow stu- 
dents, as iron sharpens iron. 

At WSC, we are a different community - a 
community that lives differently, thinks differ- 
ently, and learns differently. The focus of this 
special seminary community is to become 
more conformed to Christ. Participation in this 
community is part of the preparation WSC stu- 
dents receive in order to serve the broader body 
of Christ through his church. 

In this issue of UPDATE, we announce 
the largest initiative in the seminary’s history - 
on-campus graduate student housing. In some 
ways, WSC’s community-driven, face-to-face 
model is countercultural in today’s theological 
education landscape that increasingly is domi- 
nated by online and multi-site instruction. As 
J. V. Fesko explains (p. 4), it is our prayer that 
the Lord will use student housing to grow the 
WSC community in new ways. Current student 
Kirby Figueras shares his inspiring story about 
how one fatherless child from the Philippines 
joined the WSC family (p. 8). Finally, Alumnus 
James Lee explains how his involvement in the 
WSC community prepared him to minister to a 
multi-ethnic church (p. 20). 

Thank you for being a member of our semi- 
nary community. We are thankful for your con- 
tinued support and prayers, which allow WSC 
to serve Christ, his gospel, and his church. 


Cordially in Christ, 


CUIRR RA 


W. Robert Godfrey, Ph.D. 
President and Professor of Church History 
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MISSION: The purpose of UPDATE is to 
showcase Westminster Seminary Califor- 
nia’s distinctively Christ-centered, gradu- 
ate education through the work of its fac- 
ulty, students and alumni who are serving 
as pastors, teachers, missionaries, and 
leaders worldwide in light of our overarch- 
ing mission “to glorify God through gradu- 
ate theological study. . . for those who will 
serve in the Christian community and the 
larger society.” 


Since 1979, Westminster Seminary Cali- 
fornia has offered a distinctly Reformed 
and rigorous education in order to glorify 
Christ, promote His Gospel, and serve His 
Church. The strength of our degree pro- 
grams lies in our faculty’s unified commit- 
ment to the inerrant Scriptures and the 
Reformed confessions. Westminster Semi- 
nary California is the only accredited semi- 
nary in the Western United States serving 
confessionally Reformed churches. 
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SEMINARY EDUCATION 


COMMUNITY AND SEMINARY EDUCATION 


hen I went to seminary I packed up my be- 
W longings and drove half way across the coun- 

try; but now going to seminary no longer 
requires such drastic geographic changes. Numerous semi- 
naries offer on-line courses and degree programs so that 
students can learn from the comfort of their own homes. 
Yet as convenient and accessible on-line theological educa- 
tion has become, we should ask whether just because we 
can do something means that we should do it. I offer three 
important reasons why a seminary education should im- 
merse you in a community of learning. First, technology 
can never replace community and face-to-face learning. 
Second, our theology must ultimately lead to face-to-face 
interaction. And, third, seminary education that occurs 
within a community enables students to learn how to build 
communities once they graduate and serve Christ’s church. 


TECHNOLOGY VS. COMMUNITY 


With wireless communication, the Internet, 
smart phones, iChat, Facebook, and the 
like, many people probably believe that 
face-to-face interaction is no longer 
necessary. Businesses offer video- 
conferencing services and tout the & 
efficiency, convenience, and eco- 
nomical advantages of video meet- 
ings. In my own interactions with 
educators from other seminaries I 
regularly hear about new on-line 
course offerings and the installa- 
tion of smart classrooms that afford 
seminaries the ability to transmit theo- 
logical lectures around the world through 
the World Wide Web. While there are some 
benefits to these technological advancements, it 
may surprise us to learn that one of the inventors of this 
technology never believed that it was ever supposed to re- 
place face-to-face interaction. Steve Jobs, the founder of 
Apple and genius behind many technology innovations, re- 
jected the notion that video-conferencing and e-mail could 
replace face-to-face meetings. In his biography of the tech 
mogul, Walter Isaacson recounts how Jobs believed that 
video-conferencing robbed his employees of creativity and 
serendipity. Jobs would go on walks around the corporate 
campus, find people, strike up unplanned conversations, 
and walk away with new insights and ideas into problems 
he wanted to solve. He believed that you could not sched- 
ule or plan such encounters. The same holds true in semi- 
nary education. 

Students can log onto a web page, watch a lecture, turn 
it off and perhaps learn something. But what is missing in 
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“THE CONTEXT OF COMMUNITY IS 
VITAL TO SEMINARY EDUCATION 
BECAUSE EDUCATION IS MORE 

THAN LISTENING TO A LECTURE." 


such a scenario is the context of community. How much is 
gained or lost, for example, when you stare into a screen 
and you can't look at your fellow students? How much is 
lost when the professor can’t see or interact with you? A 
good portion of communication is non-verbal—it involves 
body language, facial expressions, or our posture. As a 
professor I have seen students look at one another with a 
confused look on their faces, which then prompted me to 
ask whether my lecture was sufficiently clear. Beyond the 
classroom, I can't tell you how many times students 
approached me during class breaks with ques- 
tions, which then prompted me to shift my 
lecture after the break. 
The same dynamic holds true for 
out-of-classroom learning and inter- 
action with professors and fellow 
students. The on-line student walks 
away from his computer and likely 
has no one with whom he can dis- 
cuss his thoughts. Sure, he might be 
able to participate in an e-mail fo- 
rum or text the professor, but sched- 
uling and technology restrict such en- 
counters—you stare at a blinking cursor 
awaiting your reply or look at a video image, 
but you miss a lot. Here at the seminary I regu- 
larly have students stop by my office to ask me ques- 
tions. I regularly share meals with students or have them 
over to my home where we discuss doctrinal questions. 
Students routinely go out for meals or fellowship together 
and discuss the latest things they’ve learned. Moreover, 
there are a host of unplanned serendipitous encounters 
across campus when students are on break or eating their 
lunch in the student lounge. The context of community is 
vital to seminary education because education is more than 
listening to a lecture. 


THEOLOGY AND FACE-TO-FACE INTERACTION 


Why is seminary education more than listening to a 
lecture? Learning to know who God is involves far more 
than listening to information. God assuredly conveyed 
information through his holy prophets, but the pinnacle 
of his revelation came through the incarnation of his Son 


THE WESTMINSTER 
COMMUNITY 


WESTMINSTER SEMINARY 
CALIFORNIA (WSC) features a 
close-knit Community of stu- 
dents, faculty, and staff. A visit 
to campus will find students 
having one-on-one conversa- 
tions with faculty members un- 
der the sun, students discuss- 
ing theology and ministry in the 
library, and impromptu ping 
pong tournaments in the stu- 
dent lounge. These relation- 
ships continue off-campus with 
students often sharing meals 
at faculty members’ homes and 
students’ families enjoying 
beach days together. WSC stu- 
dents organize community bar- 
beques, the annual Strimple 
Classic softball game, regular 
games of soccer and ultimate 
Frisbee, and the annual Strim- 
ple Cup soccer tournament. 

This intimate community is 
just one aspect of WSC’s com- 
mitment to face-to-face educa- 
tion. WSC’s 10:1 student-to- 
faculty ratio fosters many 
opportunities for faculty and 
students to develop strong re- 
lationships that continue far 
beyond students’ time on cam- 
pus as they serve Christ’s 
church. 


who walked, lived, and even died in 
the midst of his people. Consider two 
biblical texts together and the relation- 
ship between knowing and presence 
becomes clear: “Long ago, at many 
times and in many ways, God spoke 
to our fathers by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by 
his Son,’ who “became flesh and dwelt 
among us” (Heb. 1:1; John 1:14). God 
did not stand from afar but entered 
this world as a flesh-and-blood human 
being to live among us and give us his 
revelation, his gospel, the truth. 

But when God entered this world, 
he did not come to redeem a dispersed 
collection of individuals but to gather 
individuals to form a body, a com- 
munity, the church. God gives all of 
his revelation to the church, to the re- 
deemed community. We neither learn 
this information on our own, nor do 
we retain the information for our own 
personal gain. The apostle Paul ex- 
plains that when Christ ascended to 
begin his royal session at his Father’s 
right hand, that he dispensed gifts 
to the church: “And he gave some, 
apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; For the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the min- 
istry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ” (Eph. 4:11-12, KJV). Christ 
gave pastors and teachers so that the 
church, the whole corporate body of 
Christ, not merely disaggregated and 
separated individuals, would grow to 
maturity—to build the body of Christ. 
God entrusts his revelation to teach- 
ers for the sake of the body of Christ, 
the community. Paul makes this very 
point in his first letter to the Corinthi- 
ans when he writes: “To each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good” (1 Cor. 12:7). The 
church is the arena for the dissemi- 
nation of God’s divine revelation for 
the benefit of the community. Christ’s 
church knows nothing of disconnect- 
ed, independent individuals. 

When Christ gave these teachers 
and pastors to train the church in the 


knowledge of God, he never intended 
them to do so from a distance. The 
whole question of distance education 
is not a matter of historical anach- 
ronism. In other words, Paul could 
never conceive of things like on-line 
education, and if he could, he would 
have used it. After all, he sent letters 
to churches that he did not person- 
ally visit. Aren't his epistles a form of 
distance education through the Inter- 
net of his day, through letter writing? 
Whatever similarities we might detect 
dissolve upon the consideration of two 
important factors. 

First, even though Paul wrote to 
churches he nevertheless visited them 
as often as he could (e.g., 1 Cor. 16:5; 
2 Cor. 1:16). Paul was not an absentee 
apostle but one who wanted to teach 
the churches both through his letters 
and his physical presence. Second, in 
our own day we may think of read- 
ing Paul's letters all alone because we 
have our own personal copies of God’s 
word. As common as such a thought 
may be, it was impossible in Paul's day. 
Christians did not own personal cop- 
ies of the Scriptures until the sixteenth 
century. In Paul’s day, he sent letters 
to entire congregations. The church 
would gather together and listen to 
someone read the letter. The thought 
of isolated individuals learning about 
God’s word was both technologically 
and theologically unthinkable. People 
did not have individual access to God’s 
word. Moreover, there are multiple 
references throughout Paul’s letters 
that indicate that doctrine and prac- 
tice took place within a communal 
context, within the church. 

The church was supposed to se- 
lect elders, for example, based upon 
their ability to teach (1 Tim. 3:2). But 
who was the recipient of his teach- 
ing? The church (1 Tim. 3:5). As the 
elders taught the church, the various 
members of the congregation were 
supposed to teach one another: “Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one an- 
other in all wisdom” (Co. 3:16). The 
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older women, for example, were supposed to teach younger 
women how to love their husbands and children (Tit. 2:3- 
5). In fact, the elder was supposed to teach and personally 
model his doctrine-informed life: “Show yourself in all re- 
spects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching 
show integrity, dignity, and sound speech that cannot be 
condemned” (Tit. 3:7-8). 

All of these facts point to the reality that learning is 
a communal event—theological education occurs within 
the context and life of the church. This means that, while 
on-line education captures some beneficial educational 
elements, it ultimately falls short of a community-based 
learning experience. To borrow an analogy from the doc- 
trine of Christ, on-line and distance education is the word 
without a body. Good doctrine is not simply knowledge 
but ultimately knowledge embodied in the life and com- 
munity of learners. 


SEMINARY AND COMMUNITY 


Westminster Seminary California is committed to face- 
to-face education. We firmly believe in the importance 
of personal interaction with our students. We 
interact with them in class, we share meals 
together, pray with one another, and in- 
vite students into our homes for fel- 
lowship. But in the not-too-distant 
future, face-to-face education will 
take on a richer significance with 
the construction of student hous- 
ing. Our students presently live 
scattered about the local Escondido 
community; but once we complete 
the construction of student housing, 
they will be able to live, study, and pray 
together. As students learn about God's 
word, they will be able to discuss it with one 
another—they will be able to learn through ser- 
endipitous encounters. Families will be able to attend 
chapel and even audit evening courses. Students will form 
a tight-knit learning community unlike any other, where 
for a brief period they can immerse themselves in God's 


p= 


“EQUIPPED WITH THIS UNIQUE 
LEARNING EXPERIENCE, THEY WILL 
THEN BE ABLE TO GO TO THEIR 
CHURCHES AND TEACH OTHERS 
HOW TO LEARN AND GROW ASA 
COMMUNITY, AS THE CHURCH." 


word, learn, and grow as a community. Equipped with this 
unique learning experience, they will then be able to go to 
their churches and teach others how to learn and grow as a 
community, as the church. 


CONCLUSION 


Rather than logging in, listening, logging off, and sub- 
merging beneath the waters of an isolated life, students 
will be able to go to class, personally meet with 
their professors, discuss the things they’re 
learning with their friends throughout 
the day, and share the experience with 
their families. Students will have the 
context to learn and immediately ap- 
ply their doctrine. While the seminary 
community is not the church, students 
can nevertheless learn many unique 
e lessons for their future service to the 
T church. Theology is ultimately for the 
} church, which means that we must learn 
and study it in a context that as much as 
possible looks like the church. We learn 
theology in community, not merely because 
we seek to mimic the church. Rather, we learn 
theology in community because we have been created 
for community, for fellowship. Our theological education, 
therefore, should never forsake community for the sake of 
speed, efficiency, or increasing revenue. Our theological edu- 
cation should never be a collection of disembodied words, but 
should ultimately embody knowledge in community for the 
sake of Christ, his gospel, and his church. W 


DR. J. V. FESKO is Professor of Systematic Theology and Historical 
Theology, and Academic Dean at Westminster Seminary California. 
He is a minister in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and served as 
a church planter and pastor for more than 10 years. Dr. Fesko and his 
wife, Anneke, have three children. 


life with no direction would have been a fitting 
description for my life in the Philippines, apart 
from the glorious grace of our God. My father 
abandoned us while I was still an infant for a life of drugs, 
gambling and womanizing. Although being oppressed by 
our relatives, my sickly mother braved the storms of life in 
trying to raise four children on her own. However, that day 
still came when she had to ask my aunt to take care of me 
for the meantime. It took two years before my mother was 
able to take me back to our 
real family - a broken fam- 
ily living in scarcity and an 
uncertain tomorrow. 
Growing up as the 
youngest of four siblings, I 
have always asked myself 
why we had to suffer be- 
cause of our father’s sins. 
Skipping meals and asking 
our relatives for help to buy 
our food, clothes and other 
needs became a norm for 
us. There were a number of 
times I tried to look at the eyes of my mother whenever she 
had to talk to us about our situation. I know she wanted to 
give up but she had no choice but to be strong for us. Thank- 
fully, God was so gracious to my mother, allowing her to 
hear the precious gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ through 
a small church in our community. At an early stage of our 
lives as her children, she shared the gospel with us, longing 
and praying that our names are written in the Book of Life. 
She tried her best to bring us to the church with her, to at- 
tend Sunday School and join various activities in the church. 
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“A LIFE WITH NO DIRECTION 
WOULD HAVE BEEN A FITTING 
DESCRIPTION FOR MY LIFE IN THE 


by KIRBY OLIVERA FIGUERAS 


There were a lot of instances when we had to walk several 
miles just to get to church and to come back home because 
we had no money for fare. Through my mother, I learned 
the Scripture and became interested in the church, and 
hoped that one day I would be serving God, too. 

But all those beautiful things that helped me forget our 
unfavorable situation slowly faded away as I grew up and 
became more aware of the vacuum in my heart caused by 
our father. As early as eleven years old, my siblings and I 
had to find ways to make 
money and help put food 
on our table. From fetching 
water for our neighbors, to 
lifting heavy sacks of rice 
and groceries for a store, 
we had to make sure that 
we had work to do every 
day so we could have some 
money to contribute for 
our family’s needs. I want- 
ed to become rich so we 
would not experience those 
hardships anymore and 
would no longer be despised and wallflowers in the eyes of 
our relatives. 

Despite my mother’s efforts to educate me to be an 
honor student and to attend church regularly to hear God's 
Word, I rebelled against her because of my growing hatred 
against my father. I was mad against him, but it was my 
mother and siblings who were at the receiving end of my 
hatred and bitterness. I wanted to do things on my own and 
I said to myself, “I will be a self-made man, and someday I 
will have lots of money. I will hunt my father and I will hit 
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him with my own car, that I bought with my own money.’ 
Full of hatred and pride in my heart, I found myself failing 
over and over again, hopeless and with no direction. As a 
result, I was not able to continue my studies in the Univer- 
sity of the Philippines as a BS Physics student. All my plans 
and dreams were shattered, but instead of humbling myself 
before God to ask help, I was all the more enraged and 
embittered, blaming and cursing my father until I had noth- 
ing to say anymore. 

After a year of working while being out of school, I had 
an opportunity to attend a youth camp in a Bible college in 
Manila (FEBIAS College of Bible). There, the Lord in His 
grace and mercy brought before my eyes the truth of His 
Word, particularly in Mark 8:36, “What good is it for a man 
to gain the whole world, yet lose his own soul?” I was re- 
minded of the precious truth and 
lessons I had learned through Sun- 
day school classes and the preach- 
ing of God’s Word. God caused me 
to see my own sinfulness before 
Him, and that only by the Lord 
Jesus Christ that I shall be saved, 
by asking for forgiveness and sur- 
rendering my life to Him. Blinded 
by my hatred against my father, not 
only because of what he did but 
also because we suffered through 
him, I did not see that I am also a 
sinner, and that the Lord Jesus 
Christ suffered and died on the 
cross for our sins. I forgave my fa- 
ther and I humbled myself before God, asking for forgiveness 
and praising Him for the Lord Jesus Christ. The Word of 
God states in Psalm 103:8-12, “The Lord is merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger and abounding in love. He will not 
always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not 
deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according 
to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear 
him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove 
our transgressions from us.” As a grateful response to God, 
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“| FORGAVE MY FATHER 
AND | HUMBLED MYSELF 
BEFORE GOD, ASKING 
FOR FORGIVENESS AND 
PRAISING HIM FOR THE 
LORD JESUS CHRIST.” 


I prayed that He would grant me opportunity to serve Him, 
just like what I hoped for when I was a kid. 

I was given the privilege to study at FEBIAS through a 
scholarship in 2003. Although I had to stop in 2004 to work 
to help our family, I have been actively involved in various 
ministries. In 2011, I was able to go back to FEBIAS to 
pursue an AB Theology - Pastoral Studies and finished it in 
2015 through various scholarships. Dr. Anacleto S. Carag, 
the president/director of FEBIAS, patiently mentored me 
and introduced to me Reformed theology and Westminster 
Seminary California, where he obtained both his M.Div and 
D.Min. 

My family greatly rejoiced with me when I graduated 
from FEBIAS (I am the only who was able to finish college, 
but they felt they did too). Never in our wildest dreams did 
we imagine that I would be able 
to pursue further studies abroad. 
I will never forget how God 
brought me in this journey from 
east to west. For someone like me 
who is trying to make both ends 
meet on a daily basis, the $30 ap- 
plication fee was too difficult to 
afford. How much more the fees 
required by the U.S. embassy for 
a visa application and the thou- 
sands of dollars to raise, as well as 
the scholarship to secure? But God 
allowed me to overcome all those 
financial hurdles through His 
people whom He touched to help 
and sacrificially contribute for all my needs, and my schol- 
arship was finally approved. 

We are so grateful to the Lord and to all His people whom 
He has used to be instrumental in bringing me to WSC. I 
pray that through WSC I will be further equipped with the 
love and knowledge of the Word of God to serve and plant 
Reformed churches in the Philippines and teach at FEBIAS 
College of Bible to prepare future servants and leaders. I also 
pray that one day a Reformed seminary will be founded in 
the Philippines like Westminster Seminary California. 

Soli Deo Gloria! & 


Seminary for a Day is a unique opportunity for 
prospective students to experience WSC firsthand. 


Join us at one of our upcoming events! 
JANUARY 13, 2017 » MARCH 9, 2017 e SEPTEMBER 21, 2017 


Lodging and travel reimbursement are available. 
For more info, visit wscal.edu/Vvisit, 
email admissions@wscal.edu, or call (888) 480-8474. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 10 THE GLASS OF 2016! 


n Saturday, May 28th, the 35th Annual Com- 
mencement of Westminster Seminary California 
was held at Emmanuel Faith Community Church 
in Escondido. We were blessed to be able to confer degrees 
on 55 students, including 26 Master of Divinity and 29 
Master of Arts degrees, our largest graduating class to date! 
The class of 2016 represents several denominations, includ- 
ing the PCA, OPC, URCNA, KAPC, CRC, and ARBCA. 
The graduates came from 15 states, and 8 foreign countries 
(Brazil, Germany, New Zealand, Turkey, South Korea (3), 
Romania, Malaysia, Scotland). 
The commencement address was given by the Honor- 
able Ben Sasse, United States Senator from Nebraska. His 


charge to the graduates, titled "Never Again Will Jerusalem 
Grieve," was a reminder that it is not people, laws, or gov- 
ernments that change the world, but the power of the Holy 
Spirit through the preaching and teaching of God's Word. 
Rev. Danny Hyde (M.Div., 2000), Senior Pastor of Oceans- 
ide URC, gave the invocation. Regional home missionary 
for the OPC Rev. David Crum, also father of graduating 
senior Adrian Crum, delivered the prayer for the graduates. 

Since 1979, WSC has offered a distinctively Reformed 
and rigorous theological education to glorify Christ, promote 
his gospel, and serve his Church. The 2016 graduates join 
more than 1,000 WSC alumni serving as pastors, teachers, 
missionaries, scholars, and church leaders around the world. 


FROM LEFT: Commencement speakers—Rev. Danny Hyde, Rev. David Crum Hon. Ben Sasse, Dr. W. Robert Godfrey, Dr. J. V. Fesko, Dr. S. M. Baugh; 
Dr. W. Robert Godfrey introducing commencement speaker Ben Sasse; Ben Sasse delivering commencement speech. 


"DURING SEMINARY, | KNEW | WAS GAINING TOOLS AND HABITS FOR 
THE PASTORATE. IT WASN'T UNTIL FULL-TIME MINISTRY, HOWEVER, 
THAT THE ADVANTAGES OF MY TRAINING REALLY CAME HOME. 


— MICHAEL SpoTtTs, M.DIv., 2016 


NEVER AGAIN SHALL JERUSALEM GRIEVE 


The following is an excerpt from Senator Ben Sasse's commencement address. 
The lecture is available in its entirety (in audio and video formats) online at 
WSCAL.EDU/RESOURCE-CENTER/COMMENCEMENT-ADDRESS-2016. 


uates, as you leave here today 

to conceive of your calling as 
an ambassadorial calling, that you have 
an embassy, that you have an outpost 
to announce on the shores of people 
who are laboring across 200 different 
nations. At our family worship, at our 
breakfast table, where our family wor- 
ship stack of bibles and catechisms and 
books sit, the Westminster UPDATE 
shows all of the countries where the 
gospel is being preached by these grad- 
uates.... The places where the gospel is 
being taken by graduates of this institu- 


CC Ji want to encourage you, grad- 


literate. We don't know how to think 
in the sweep of history, about what God 
is doing across time and place. And it 
is your job as ambassadors to bring a 
record of God’s faithfulness of that past 
back and the prophesy and the pledg- 
es and the comfort of all the ways he 
will secure them in the future. It is your 
job to bring that to the people who 
labor, just as the Israelites did under 
slavery in Egypt. 

The Old Testament is in so many 
ways a cycle of ups and downs of us 
having over-realized eschatology and 
under-realized eschatology in de- 


“BUT MAINLY YOU HAVE TO HAVE CERTAINTY 


ABOUT THAT WHICH YOU ARE ANNOUNCING THAT 


IS TIMELESS AND GIVES COMFORT TO THOSE 
THAT ARE FEARFUL, THAT GIVES COMFORT 
TO THOSE THAT ARE LIVING IN EXILE." 


tion is breathtakingly wonderful. It is 
a big, broad expanse of this globe. And 
in all of those places embassies are 
needed. And to be a good ambassador 
you have to have some understanding 
of the culture in which you are preach- 
ing the gospel. But mainly you have to 
have certainty about that which you are 
announcing that is timeless and gives 
comfort to those that are fearful, that 
gives comfort to those that are living 
in exile.... 

Why does this matter? Because our 
people, we, are so largely biblically il- 


WSCAL.EDU 


spair.... And so we are always on the 
upswing of over realizing what can be 
accomplished in our culture or pivoting 
back to a despair that says, 'We must 
be truly hopeless,’ and, "This can never 
work.’ And so again and again, and 
across our texts, we have these exam- 
ples of you all and your forerunners of 
the gospel ministry announcing to 
them, 'Love your neighbor. Serve in the 
place where you are. But don't over- 
identify this kingdom with the king- 
dom that is to come, the kingdom of 
true peace and comfort.'" E 


SEN. BEN SASSE 


The Hon. Ben Sasse is a United 
States Senator from Nebraska. 
Sasse earned his bachelor’s 
degree at Harvard and Ph.D. in 
History at Yale. Among many 
other accomplishments, he 
has worked as a consultant to 
Fortune 500 companies and 
served as U.S. Assistant Secre- 
tary of Health and Human Ser- 
vices (HHS) during the George 
W. Bush administration. Sever- 
al political commentators have 
identified Sasse as a rising star 
in the Republican Party. 


Sasse is a long-time friend of 
Westminster Seminary Cali- 
fornia. In addition to serving 
as a Trustee, he stepped in to 
help reorganize the seminary 
after the sudden death of Vice 
President Keith Vander Pol in 
2000. The seminary was hon- 
ored to have Sen. Sasse ad- 
dress its graduates at its 35th 
commencement. 


WESTMINSTER SEMINARY CALIFORNIA 
Pe eeeeD TO EDUCATE THOSE ENTRUSTED 
TO US—TO KNOW THE WORD, TO LOVE 
THE WORD, AND TO BE ABLE TO PREACH 
AND TEACH THE WORD. 
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1980 


First class begins at The 
Center at San Marcos with 
25 full-time students 


1984 


Classes begin on new Escondido campus 


1993 


W. Robert Godfrey becomes 
third and current president 


1995 


Classrooms and student lounge 
buildings are completed 


2000 imam 


The chapel is completed 2009 
The library is renovated with 
improvements aimed at serving 


WSC for another 25 years 


2014 


9.5 acres of the adjacent land to 
the south are purchased though 
a gift, doubling size of campus 


2016 


Construction starts on 
newly acquired land for 
student housing 
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A Vision of Westminster Seminary California 


BUILDING 


the Campus 


WESTMINSTER SEMINARY 
California (WSC) has a beau- 
tiful campus in the hills of 
Escondido, 30 miles north of 
San Diego. From this strategic 
location WSC has prepared 
more than 1,100 graduates 
who are serving as pastors, 
church planters, missionaries, 
teachers, scholars, counsel- 
ors, and leaders worldwide. 
Nearly 140 students an- 
nually come from 6 of the 7 
continents to study at WSC. 
They sacrifice a great deal 
to embark on a career that 
equips them to preach and 
teach God’s Word to His peo- 


and to provide a place to call 
“home” for the many interna- 
tional students. (These stu- 
dents leave their homelands, 
often not able to return for 2 
or 3 years.) This vision is soon 
to become a reality. 

In 2014, the 9 acres of 
land adjacent to the south of 
the existing 10-acre campus 
was purchased and gifted to 
the seminary, doubling the 
size of the campus and en- 
abling our leaders to embark 
on the most ambitious initia- 
tive since the seminary was 
founded nearly 4 decades ago: 
the building of a residential 


“We are grateful to the donors who provided the funds 
to pay cash for this property when it came on the market 


for the first time. Most of all, we are thankful to God our 


Father who provides every good and necessary gift.” 


RON PRINS, CHAIRMAN 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


ple. For that kingdom pur- 
pose, our founding fathers 
established a firm foundation, 
and the Reformed commu- 
nity has built and maintained 
an academically rigorous cur- 
riculum where the best bib- 
lical ministerial education 
takes place. 

The WSC Board of Trust- 
ees believes we can and must 
do more in today’s culture 
to attract the best and the 
brightest students for the fu- 
ture of the church. They have 
long envisioned a residential 
community to house students 
and their families on campus 
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village for our graduate level 
students and their families. 

Since the land acquisi- 
tion, plans for the proposed 
student housing have been 
submitted and approved by 
the City of Escondido, and 
more than half of the funds 
for the construction of 64 
apartment units has been 
raised. The initiative has pro- 
gressed quickly this fall, as the 
grading work to prepare the 
land for the buildings began 
in September 2016. Please 
pray with the students, fac- 
ulty, staff, and trustees of the 
seminary that we may see this 
project completed before our 
40th academic year. 


BUILDING 


Our Community 


THE LORD CALLS PEOPLE into christian leadership and 
leads them to our seminary for training. Our vision for the 
future is to place Westminster Seminary California in a 
position to enhance their education by providing quality 
learning facilities, financial support, and on-campus hous- 
ing for those men and women who are called to serve. 

The average age of our graduate-level students is 30. 
The majority are married, and more than a third of WSC 
students have children when they move to California to 
begin their studies at WSC. These young families are chal- 
lenged to find suitable and affordable rental property near 
the campus. The residential village will provide beautiful, 
safe, affordable housing within walking distance to the 
classrooms and library. 


This residential village will enhance the already vibrant 
community of faith that has been the hallmark of WSC 
where students thrive on face-to-face education and where 
the mentoring relationship with their pastor-professors 
produces hearts and minds toward Christ. 

As students live, learn, and grow together in their 
knowledge of Reformed theology and love of the Lord, 
they will experience what we have always believed and 
practiced at Westminster California—that iron sharpens 
iron—that students learn best face-to-face in the classroom 
and students confirm what they believe peer-to-peer, in a 
community of faith. 
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FROM ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 


difficult Hebrew translation." 


EVAN GEAR | 4TH YEAR M.DIV. 


"In many ways our living situation has added stress that could easily be averted if the school were 
able to provide housing. So I can think of no better way to further enrich our experience then 
to bring the families and singles together in one place, where we might more closely share our 
lives together; where I might knock on a neighbor’ door for a cup of flour or for a little help on a 


FROM TAIPEI, TAIWAN 


READ ALL STUDENT STORIES AT WSCAL.EDU/CAMPAIGN/COMMUNITY 


MICHELLE MCINTYRE | 2ND YEAR M.A.7.S. 
FROM SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 


"I have made some of my closest friends while attending WSC, usually while studying in the 
library. It seems like the library is the place most of the students congregate, and when people 
want to take a study break, we socialize. My other close friends have come from living together." 


JOHN KONG | 2ND YEAR M.DIV. 


"My interaction with my fellow students has been great. Because of the small size of the school, I 
have gotten to know most of the students, and it is always exciting and encouraging to hear how 
the Lord is working in their lives and the paths on which He is leading them." 
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For the Future of the Church 


THANKS TO THE GENEROUS SUPPORT of individual 
Christians and local churches, WSC continues to educate 
and graduate students who are called to the ends of the 
earth to serve as pastors, church planters, missionaries, 
teachers, scholars, counselors, and leaders. Their impact 
through the Word of God and the work of the Holy Spirit 
is beyond measure! 


STUDENT & FAMILY 
HOUSING PROJECT 


Westminster Seminary California has a plan to build 
64 one-, two-, and three-bedroom apartments to house 
students and their families on our campus. 


RESIDENTIAL 
BUILDINGS 


INDIVIDUAL 
UNITS 


COMMONS 
BUILDING 


The time to invest in pastoral ministry is now - so the 
Gospel may be proclaimed to a hurting world, and so our 
children and grandchildren will hear the faithful preach- 
ing of the Gospel in their churches, today, tomorrow, and 
for generations to come. 


DAWN DOORN, VICE PRESIDENT FOR ADVANCEMENT 


WSCAL.EDU/CAMPAIGN/. 
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The site plan illustrates the expanded campus with 
the proposed buildings. The original 10-acre campus 
is illustrated in the top half of this map and the “blue 
roofs” indicate the buildings that already exist on the 
campus. The bottom half of this plan represents the 
land immediately to the south, adjacent to the cam- 


pus, where the residential village is to be developed. 
The “red roofs” represent the 8 residential buildings 
that will be built on the newly-acquired 9.5 acres, 
(and an education building on the original 10-acre 
campus). Each of the residential buildings will have 
8 apartments. 


FRONT VIEW OF TWO-BEDROOM RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 


AERIAL VIEW OF HOUSING COMMUNITY 


For more student housing details, or to learn how you 
can take part in the Building on a Firm Foundation 
campaign, visit us online! 


INAUGURATION OF 
DR. JULIUS J. KIM 


The inauguration to full professor is a milestone 

event in the life of a faculty member and the insti- 

tution that professor serves. At a special convoca- 
tion on April 7, 2016, Dr. Julius J. Kim was inaugurated as 
Professor of Practical Theology at Westminster Seminary 
California (WSC). Students, staff, and faculty were joined 
by Dr. Kim's family and friends in the WSC chapel for the 
ceremony. 

Rev. James K. Kim of Jubilee Presbyterian Church 
(KAPC) in Irvine, California, delivered the scripture read- 
ing from Exodus 20, while Dr. Dennis Johnson, WSC Pro- 
fessor of Practical Theology, offered the installation prayer. 
Dr. Kim’s inaugural address was titled, “Biblical ‘Martyrs’ 
of Truth in Everyday Business: A Case Study in ‘Practical’ 
Theology.’ Following the address, WSC President Dr. W. 
Robert Godfrey officially installed Dr. Kim at Professor 
of Practical Theology. A reception of food and fellowship 
followed the ceremony in the chapel foyer. 

Rev. Ted Hamilton, Senior Pastor of New Life Presby- 
terian Church (PCA) in Escondido, California, gave the 
charge to Dr. Kim. “Your work is an indispensable part of 
the sending process,’ Rev. Hamilton observed. “Just as no 
competent military commander would send a raw recruit 
to the front lines, so no congregation, no denomination, 
no mission agency would send an untrained preacher to 


“IT 1S YOUR PARTNERSHIP WITH 

THE CHURCH AS A PROFESSOR OF 
PRACTICAL THEOLOGY HERE AT 
WESTMINSTER SEMINARY CALIFORNIA 
THAT GUARANTEES THAT THE MEN 
ULTIMATELY SENT ARE TRAINED AND 
FIT AND READY FOR BATTLE." 


the front lines of the spiritual war in which we are engaged 
as followers of Jesus Christ. It is your partnership with the 
church as a professor of practical theology here at West- 
minster Seminary California that guarantees that the men 
ultimately sent are trained and fit and ready for battle.” 

After receiving his M.Div. from WSC in 1997, Dr. Kim 
earned his Ph.D. in Historical Theology at Trinity Evangeli- 
cal Divinity School. He joined the WSC faculty in 2000, 
teaching classes in homiletics, evangelism and missions, 
pastoral ministry, and the history of preaching, as well as 
serving as Dean of Students. Dr. Kim is also the Director 
of the Center for Pastoral Refreshment, a unique institute 
dedicated to helping sustain pastoral excellence among 
Korean-American pastors. E 


Highlights from the inauguration ceremony can be 
viewed at 


NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS 


The Westminster Seminary California school admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and 
activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethinic origin 
in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs. 
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WESTMINSTER SEMINARY CALIFORNIA 


IS THE REFORMATION 


OV ER? 


PLENARY SESSIONS & SPEAKERS 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 13 
Evening 


“The Gospel Recovered” — W. ROBERT GODFREY 


“The Bible Restored” — R. SCOTT CLARK 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 14 
Morning e x. Ace eae ae ele iene 
“The Church Reformed" — J. V. FESKO 


“The Gospel Recast” — MICHAEL S. HORTON 


“The Church Reduced” — JULIUS J. KIM 


Afternoon 
“The Bible Relativized” — JOEL E. KIM 
Questions & Answers — SPEAKERS PANEL 


Annual Conference 2017 


JANUARY 13 - 14, 2017 


ON THE CAMPUS OF WSC « ESCONDIDO, CA 


Join us next year for our annual conference 
as we celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
the Protestant Reformation and explore its 
history, theology, and abiding relevance for 
the church today. 


REGISTER TODAY! 


Early Bird Registration ends 12/1/2016 
Three ways to register now: 


e Online: (recommended) 
Visit wscal.edu/conference 


e Phone: 
Call (888) 480-8474 


e Mail: 
Complete, detach, & mail the form 
below to: 


Westminster Seminary California 
Attn: Annual Conference 2017 
1725 Bear Valley Parkway 
Escondido, CA 92027 


NOTE: Cancellations and refund requests must be made in writing, by email to conference@wscal.edu, or by fax to (760) 480-0252, and received by January 
2, 2017 in order to receive a full refund, less a $10 cancellation fee. 


CUT HERE 


ATTENDEE INFORMATION 


$50 per person X___ = $ through 12/1/2016 
Name (first/last) Person 1 $60 per person X__ = $ after 12/1/2016 
Name (first/last) Person 2/Spouse $70 per person X— =$ after 1/2017 


Address $10 per person X__ = $ per boxed lunch 
=$ TOTAL 

City State Zip 

Phone Number Email 

Name of Church 

Check Visa Mastercard American Express Discover 

Registration cannot be proccessed until payment is received 

Credit Card Number Expiration Date Signature 
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by JEONG Woo "JAMES" LEE 


" e all know how each decision we make has 
consequences—even a small, routine one. We 
can feel the immediate impact of what we de- 

cide to eat—or how much—and what time we decided to 
go to bed the night before. But there are some decisions 
we make, whose profound and far-reaching consequences 
boggle our mind. Of course, the greatest of them concerns 
our relationship with Christ: it impacts every aspect of our 
life, both here and now and for all eternity. We can also 
easily see the life-changing impact of whom we marry. 
And up there with the most significant decisions of life is 
what seminary we attend, par- 
ticularly for the candidates of 
pastoral ministry. 

From time to time, I mar- 
vel at the life I now have— 
nothing like what I imagined 
it to be! I've been pastoring 
New Life Presbyterian Church 
of La Jolla (PCA) for the past 
22 years, first as a church 
planter and now as its senior 
pastor. A Presbyterian pastor 
of a multi-ethnic congrega- 
tion! 

I grew up in Korea in a 
Buddhist family. I came to the 
States when I was 15 years old. Soon after I was converted 
in a Korean-American church (non-denominational but 
Wesleyan in theology) at one of its youth retreats. By the 
time I was in 10th grade, I was certain that pastoral ministry 
was God's calling for me. 


LIFE IS 


AVN CHT ven 


“UP THERE WITH THE MOST 
SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS OF 


Mn} 


“a na 


E CHURCH 


But when I got to college, I was in deep trouble. The 
church I grew up in was strong in fervency and service 
but not in doctrine and apologetics. I was completely un- 
prepared to face so many blatant, merciless challenges to 
my faith. I felt like a second-class citizen all through my 
college life. I hit the bottom one night in my junior year. 
All night long, with all my strength, I was trying to fight 
off the nagging and terrifying thought that maybe, quite 
possibly, God didn't exist. 

I graduated from college in that battered condition. 
I couldn't go to seminary like that! (And the only semi- 
nary I knew of and considered 
attending was Fuller Theologi- 
cal Seminary in Pasadena). So, 
I entertained the idea of go- 
ing back to Korea and study- 
ing Eastern philosophy. When 
my father heard it, he called a 
friend of mine, Steve Park (se- 
nior pastor at Jubilee Presby- 
terian Church, Philadelphia), 
who was attending Westminster 
Seminary California. He asked 
Steve to convince me to go to 
seminary. Knowing me well, my 
father feared for my life. He was 
sure that if I went back to Korea 
I might end up joining some underground anti-government 
student group and get myself arrested or killed! Steve gladly 
obliged and how thankful I am that he did! He came over 
to our place one day and showed me what he was learning 
in Dr. Meredith Kline's Pentateuch class. He explained the 
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“THE ETHNIC DIVERSITY OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA PROVIDES 
A PERFEGT SETTING TO PLANT 

A CHURCH THAT RESEMBLES 

THE GHURCH IN HEAVEN, MADE 
UP OF BELIEVERS FROM EVERY 
TRIBE AND TOUNGUE AND 
PEOPLE AND NATION!” 


literary structure of Gen. 1, and I was hooked. I studied 
English Literature in college, thinking that it would help me 
in my preparation for ministry. But I had started to doubt 
its usefulness. What does literary analysis have to do with 
the moralistic and illustration-driven sermons I had been 
hearing? How thrilled I was to discover this new world of 
biblical studies! So, I applied immediately and attended 
Westminster from 1987 to 1991. It may be that God used 
Steve Park and Westminster to save my life! 

What amazing four years they were! When I started, I 
knew of Armenians but not Arminians (and I didn't know 
I was an Arminian until I came to Westminster!). I had 
heard of Luther but never of Calvin. TULIP was an ut- 
ter shock. Everything I learned at Westminster was new 
to me. Reformed theology provided coherent, powerful, 
intellectually-satisfying responses to all the challenges I 
faced in college, which had shaken my faith to the core. I 
thanked God for raising up so many amazing pastors and 
theologians throughout church history to respond to the 
challenges of the world. And it was at the seminary I finally 
understood the doctrine of grace, finding my security in 
Christ rather than in my own faith. 

And I'm so grateful that Westminster introduced me 
to redemptive historical hermeneutics. How refreshing 
and life-giving it was to see the Bible as one Book with 
one mega-narrative, every part of the Bible pointing to the 
culmination of God's covenant in the life, death, and res- 
urrection of Jesus Christ for our redemption! The Bible is 
not to be interpreted like Aesop's fables, primarily to mine 
some moral principles to help us become better people. 

This led me to get involved in a Korean-American 
campus ministry. I knew that my college experience was 
not unique. I didn't want anyone to walk away from Chris- 
tianity, thinking that it had no intellectual basis. I taught 
my students the Reformed doctrines of God's sovereignty 
and grace with vengeance. That kept me quite busy. While 
attending seminary full-time, I served at a church and led 
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campus Bible studies. In a typical week, I preached and 
taught 10-12 times. I'm grateful that, as a result of that 
ministry, several of my students came to Westminster and 
now serve as ministers of the gospel. 

After six years of campus ministry, a few others and I 
planted what is now New Life Mission Church of Fullerton 
(Rev. Samuel Park, senior pastor, also a graduate of West- 
minster). A year later, I was invited by some of my former 
students to plant a church in La Jolla. By this time, my desire 
was to plant a multi-ethnic church. This was not because 
it was a fashionable thing to do. In fact, I was discouraged 
by many "experts" of church planting to give up that idea. 
For a church to grow, it needs ethnic cohesiveness, they 
said. But I could not give up the idea. Not because there's 
any inherent value to multi-ethnicity. Its value was in dem- 
onstrating the glory of the gospel, which transcends even 
the strongest human bonds and animosity (Eph. 2:13-16). 
If the gospel could bring Jews and Gentiles together, it can 
surely bring whites and blacks and Asians and Hispanics 
together! The ethnic diversity of southern California pro- 
vides a perfect setting to plant a church that resembles the 
church in heaven, made up of believers from every tribe 
and tongue and people and nation! 


PRAY FOR WSC 


REACHING THE LOST 


Pray that our graduates would be faithful and uncompro- 
mising in their proclamation of the gospel to a lost world. 


The redemptive historical, Christ-centered preaching I 
learned from Westminster proved to be invaluable in build- 
ing and ministering to such a congregation. What can min- 
ister to people and unite them together when they come 
from different ethnicities and cultures? Only the Christ of 
the Scriptures, the Savior of the world, to whom all authority 
in heaven and earth has been given, who "has broken down 
in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility... that he might cre- 
ate in himself one new man... and might reconcile us both 
to God in one body through the cross..." (Eph. 2:14-16)! 

My life is nothing like what I imagined it to be. But it 
is so much better than anything I could have imagined, 
privileged to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ week in 
and week out to those whom Christ purchased with His 
own blood from every nation! I'm grateful that God used 
Westminster to equip me for this glorious ministry! W 


JEONG wo0 "JAMES" LEE (M.Div., 1991) is the pastor 


of New Life La Jolla PCA in La Jolla, California. 
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ALUMNI 


CAMPUS 
CARE 


* 


Alumni, there is now a 
giving opportunity just for you! 


In an effort to maintain and 
improve the campus, current stu- 
dents started a fund because they 
noticed some minor repairs that 
needed to be made but were un- 
expected and not in our budget. 
Itis called the Campus Care Fund. 
As former students this is a way 
for you to give back the seminary 
in seemingly small but very sig- 
nificant ways because all gifts col- 
lected go directly to minor repairs 
and improvements around the 
campus. 

Last year, thanks to your gen- 
erosity, we were able to go above 
and beyond simple repairs. You 
help us continue to provide an 
experience here at WSC that fos- 
ters learning and community, and 
we are grateful to have you as part 
of our ever growing family. 


For more information or to 
make a gift, visit us online. 


WSCAL.EDU/ALUMNI 
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1983 


PATRICK SHETLER’s wife, Rhonda, passed 
away on August 10th at the age of 48. 


1988 


CHARLES McCoy was licensed in Au- 
gust as the Lay Minister in the Anglican 
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd in Lima, 
Peru. 


1990 


FRANK HusTED retired in June from full 
time service as an ordained elder in the 
United Methodist Church after serving 
for over 20 years. He now serves as a hos- 
pice chaplain and part time pastor of two 
smaller United Methodist Churces. 


1991 


JEONG Woo “JAMES” Kin has been serv- 
ing at New Life Presbyterian Church of 
La Jolla, and in commemoration of the 
church's 20th anniversary in 2014 (and 
James's ministry there for that duration) 
they recently published a book of his ser- 
mons entitled, On the Road to Emmaus. 


1996 


Rita CEFALU successfully completed 
and defended her thesis and will be grad- 
uating from Queen's University Belfast in 
December 2016, with a Ph.D. in Old Tes- 
tament and Biblical Theology. She con- 
tinues to teach full time with the Univer- 
sity of San Diego as an Adjunct Professor 
in theology and religious studies. 


2000 


Eric WATKINS graduated from a Ph.D. 
program in homiletics in May from the 
Theological University in Kampen in the 
Netherlands. His church, Covenant Pres- 
byterian Church in St. Augustine, Florida, 
was blessed to be able to purchase and re- 
cently move into a beautiful new facility. 


2001 


JoHN CARTER has been serving as an 
active duty Navy chaplain for the last 15 
years and was promoted to Commander 


(#38) ALUMNI NEWS 


in September. He also has been selected 
by the Chaplain Corps for a special year 
of funded graduate study and is currently 
at Duke University Divinity School work- 


ing on a Th.M. in Religion and Culture. 


2002 


PaTICK O’BANION and his wife wel- 
comed their second child, Isabel Ann, 
into the world on October 6th. He also 
has a book being published by Univer- 
sity of Toronto Press, This Happened in 
My Presence: Moriscos, Old Christians, 
and the Spanish Inquisition in the Town of 


Deza, 1569-1611. 


2003 


DaeEvip W. YOON started his new posi- 
tion as Lead English Pastor at Inland 
Church (PCA). 


2005 


KEN GOLDEN’s first book, Presbytopia: 
What it means to be Presbyterian, was 
published by Christian Focus Publica- 
tions and released in the US in April. 


Curis SANDOVAL launched Servant 
Church of San Diego in May. He has been 
called as an Evangelist by the South Coast 
Presbytery of the PCA to minister in San 
Diego’s inner city. 


2007 


JONATHAN KiNG successfully defended 
his doctoral dissertation under Dr. Kevin 
Vanhoozer at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School in Deerfield, Illinois, receiving his 
Ph.D. in Theological Studies. He is pres- 
ently serving as an adjunct professor of 
theology at Trinity College. 


2008 


RUBEN SERNAS was installed as the Span- 
ish Pastor of El Pacto de Gracia (Cov- 
enant of Grace) in Chicago Heights, Il- 
linois, in June. El Pacto de Gracia is a 
church plant under the oversight of Faith 


URC in Beecher, Illinois. 
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JOHN TERREL and KATIE WAGENMAKER 
TERREL recently moved to Wollongong, 
Australia, where John took a Senior Pas- 
tor call to Horsely Christian Church, part 
of the Presbyterian Reformed Church of 
Australia. 


2011 

ZACK Purvis and his wife, Jessica, wel- 
comed their new son, Simon Arthur Pur- 
vis, on September 13, 2016. Zack is also 
a Leverhulme Early Career Fellow in the 
School of Divinity at the University of Ed- 
inburgh. 


2012 

BEN CASTANEDA and his wife, Bethel, 
were blessed with their third child. Ka- 
trina Elise was born on July 5th. 


Tony GARBARINO completed his trials in 
September and his credentials were trans- 
ferred to the Great Lakes Presbytery of 
the Presbyterian Church in America. He 
is now serving as the pastor of Providence 
Presbyterian Church in Fort Wayne, In- 
diana. 


JosH HENSON was installed in August as 
the pastor of Grace Covenant Church in 
Virginia Beach, Virginia. 

MATT SEUFERT and his wife, Athena, had 
a baby girl, Madelynn, on November 24, 
2015. He also started a new job at Rock- 
bridge Academy in Millersville, Mary- 
land, where he will be teaching New Tes- 


tament and Apologetics. Matt will also be 
teaching a course here at Westminster in 
January of 2017 on the book of Zachariah, 
the subject of his doctoral dissertation. 


DAN SAXTON was married to Sara Ran- 
dall on September 24, 2016. 


CLAY SMITH and his wife, Janine, wel- 
comed their first child. Their daughter, 
Ybeltje “Eebee” Avanell Smith, was born 
on September 14. 


2014 


Cary CHuo started his first semester 
in the Ph.D. program in New Testament 
Hermeneutics at Westminster Theologi- 


cal Seminary in Philadelphia. 


2015 

KENNEDY GONDWE has accepted a call to 
relocate to Uganda this coming January 
serving with Africa Center for Apologet- 
ics Research. 


BRIAN GUINTO was licensed in the Or- 
thodox Presbyterian Church in October. 


Drew HOEKEMA passed his ordination 
exams and was installed as the minister 
at Platte CRC in Platte, South Dakota, in 
October. 


ADAM PHILLIPS passed his ordination 
exams and was installed as the Assistant 
Pastor at Grace PCA in Mount Vernon, 
Washington. 


If you are a WSC alum and would like us to include 
your recent updates to future issues of the magazine, 
please contact us at ALUMNI@WSCAL.EDU. 


SANGWON “Davib” SHIN was ordained 
in the Presbyterian Church in America 
(PCA) in September and is serving at 
Disciple Community Church in Irvine, 
California. 


DANIEL VENTURA and his wife, Brooke, 
welcomed their son, Jonathan Guada- 
lupe, on July 9th. 


NATHAN WHITE and his wife, Courtney, 
were blessed with a baby girl, Annabelle 
Kate, on August 16th. Nathan and his 
family also moved to the Chattanooga 
area to plant a church on Lookout Moun- 
tain: Christ Reformed Baptist Church, 
which began services on August 21st. 


2016 


Jor Amato began doctoral studies in 
modern European history at Stanford 
University. 


SIMON SCHUSTER started his Ph.D. at 
Theological University Apeldoorn in the 
Netherlands. 


MICHAEL SPOTTS passed his candidacy 
exams for the URCNA in September. 
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ALUMNI 


WINTER REFRESHER 


LEARN: RECONNECT. REFRESH. 


WSC Alumni — Get away and refresh at the Alumni Winter 
Refresher this January! Audit for FREE any one-week Winter Term 
course and attend the Annual Conference. 


ACADEMIC YEAR 2015-2016 


WESTMINSTER SEMINARY CALIFORNIA 
(=) ANNUAL REPORT 
ACADEMICS 


WSC continues to graduate more men 
in the Master of Divinity program than Reformed Baptist Other 
: Churches Bh Š , 
all other programs combined. ; Reformed/Presbyterian 
Christian Reformed y Denominations 


Church in \ 
North America 


Korean 
we Presbyterian 
Denominations 


13 TOTAL A5 Mae 
STUDENTS a 


ALUMNI AE 
SERVING IN — Presbyterian 
gA ee DENOMINATIONS Church 
Divinity 


D United 


Reformed 
Churches in 
North America 


FACULTY 14 Members 


10:1 Student/faculty ratio 


ACCREDITATI ON Association of Theological Schools presbyterian’ Church 


Western Association of Schools and Colleges fen Nearer 
Other Churches 


ALUMNI Over 1,000 Graduates 


FINANCES 


WSC does not receive direct funding 
from the government or from any 
specific church denomination 


ORDINARY INCOME ORDINARY EXPENSES 


Tuition 


x 


Other ' 
ee Instruction & Programs 


TUITION PER FULL-TIME STUDENT 
$14,500 ere. 
— $6,500 Sii8rnrccan 


Average 
Net Cost 
7 


UPDATE | FALL2016 


$4.0 
Million 


: 


/ / 


o ee Fundraising & General & 
HS Development Administrative 
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INPERSON & INPRINT 


&) FACULTY SPEAKING 


TRAVELS 10 ISRAEL 


by Charles K. Telfer and Julius J. Kim 


Dr. Julius Kim and Dr. Charles 
Telfer recently participated in an intense 
and highly educational Bible lands tour. 
With 42 others (including WSC at-large 
board member Ted Hamilton and Dr. 
Peter Jones) they traveled from “Dan 
to Beersheba” (Jud 20:1) and beyond. 

Starting at Caesarea where Paul 
was imprisoned (Acts 25:4), they 
encircled most of biblical Canaan. From 
archeological remains at Megiddo, Dr. 
Telfer lectured on the 25 civilizations 
that were built on that site and the 
great battles that had taken place on 
the great Esdraelon plain stretched 
out below (Barak vs. Sisera, Gideon 
vs. Midianites, Josiah vs. Neco, etc). 
Crossing Lake Kinnereth (the 7x14 
mile “Sea” of Galilee) by boat they 
were able to see the “gospel triangle” 
of cities where Jesus carried out much 


UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS 


of his ministry (Matt 11:21-13). They 
visited the synagogues at Magdala 
(newly-excavated) and Capernaum 
where Jesus preached, and standing a 
few hundred feet from where he healed 
Peter’s mother-in-law (Matt 8:14), Dr. 
Kim had the opportunity to preach on 
the Bread of Life discourse (John 6). 
They explored Beth-Shan (where Saul 
and Jonathan's bodies were pinned to 
the wall in ancient times (1 Sam 31:12), 
and where Dr. Telfer had participated 
in an archeological dig. They spent a 
number of days in the Jerusalem area, 
including a wet walk through the water 
tunnel Hezekiah built to bring water 
into the city before the Assyrian siege 
(2 Ki 20:20) and a visit to the Temple 
Mount built by Herod. 

A highlight of the trip was meeting 
fellow Christians (from both Arab and 
Jewish backgrounds) and worshipping 
at the Messianic congregation pastored 
by WSC alum David Zadok, where Dr. 
Kim gave the message (translated into 


MARCH 


Hebrew and Russian). The group got 
some sense of the modern political 
tensions surrounding the land at this 
time, including a expert introduction to 
various groups fighting in Syria (from 
the safety of a bunker one mile from the 
border in the Golan heights). 
Following David's footsteps along 
the Dead Sea, they enjoyed Engedi as 
wellas Masada and Qumran (where the 
Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered). The 
final days included a visit to Eilat/Aqaba 
on the Red Sea (where Solomon built his 
fleet of trading ships (1 Ki 9:26), a drive 
up the “king’s highway” (Nu 20:17) in 
Jordan, and visits to Petra (cf. Obad. 
3-4) and Mt. Nebo (Deut 32:49-50— 
where Moses died), before returning 
to Israel. Both professors hope one day 
WSC will be able to offer a student/ 
alumni/friends Bible lands tour! E 


VIEW PHOTOS FROM THE TRIP AT: 


wscal.edu/news-and-events 


DECEMBER 2016 


41 Dr. Dennis E. Johnson preaches at Chinese Evangeli- 
cal Church (San Diego, CA). 


JANUARY 2017 


11 Dr. David VanDrunen preaches at Oceanside URC 
(Carlsbad, CA). 


FEBRUARY 


25-26 | Dr. W. Robert Godfrey speaks at New Life PCA 
La Mesa Reformation Conference (La Mesa, CA). 


WSCAL.EDU 


9-11 | Dr. W. Robert Godfrey and Dr. Michael S. Horton 
speak at the Ligonier National Conference (Orlando, FL). 


10-11 | Dr. David VanDrunen presents his paper at the 
Religous Critiques of Law Conference held by the Noot- 
baar Institute at Pepperdine University (Malibu, CA). 


APRIL 
6-7 | Dr. David VanDrunen speaks at the Orthodox Pres- 
byterian Church's Timothy Conference (Escondido, CA). 


9-12 | Dr. Bryan D. Estelle speaks at Trinity Bible Church 
Conference on "Wisdom Literature of OT" (Portland, OR). 
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DR. VANDRUNEN 
RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS 
FELLOWSHIP 


Dr. David VanDrunen, Robert 
B. Strimple Professor of Sys- 
tematic Theology and Chris- 
tian Ethics, has been awarded 
the Henry Luce Ill Theology 
Fellowship for the 2016-2017 
academic year. The prestigious 
fellowship is awarded annually 
to a select group of scholars 
whose research offer impor- 
tant contributions to theologi- 
cal studies. The Association 
of Theological Schools (ATS), 
a major accrediting body with 
which Westminster Seminary 
California is accredited, admin- 
isters this fellowship program. 


Dr. VanDrunen’s proposal, 
which was one of only six win- 
ning proposals from 235 qual- 
ifying institutions, was titled 
“Natural Law & Social Order: 
Justice, Commerce, and Com- 
munity under Noah’s Rainbow.” 
The Luce Fellowship provides 
Dr. VanDrunen funding to dedi- 
cate this academic year to re- 
searching and writing on this 
important topic. 


(CTA) FACULTY WRITING 


"TRINITY 
0% COVENANT 
"REDEMPTION 


J; V FESKO 


JESUS? 


Knowing Christ through His “I Am" Sayings 
al 
d 


J. V. FESKO 


Ephesians 


SM. Baugh 


The Trinity and the Covenant 
of Redemption 


by J. V. Fesko 


When Christians reflect on the gospel, their at- 
tention is rightly drawn to the cross and empty 
tomb. But is this it? Or is there much more to the 
story? In a ground-breaking work, J. V. Fesko re- 
minds us that the great news of this gospel mes- 
sage is rooted in eternity, whereby a covenant was 
made between the persons of the Trinity in order 
to redeem sinners like you and me. 


Who is Jesus? Knowing Christ through 
His "| Am" Sayings 
by J. V. Fesko 


J. V. Fesko takes a close look at Jesus's “I am” 
claims in the Gospel of John and guides us to a 
better understanding of Jesus. Fesko views the 
‘I am’ sayings of Jesus through the perspective 
of the Old Testament, and we come to see Him 
in His biblical glory as God in the flesh, who 
dwelled among men to seek and to save those 
who were lost. 


Ephesians: Evangelical Exegetical 
Commentary 


by S. M. Baugh 


In this volume, which D. A. Carson calls “un- 
questionably the best technical commentary on 
Ephesians,’ S. M. Baugh approaches this impor- 
tant letter from a first-century perspective, exam- 
ining ancient sources to determine what Paul's 
words meant in their ancient context, while also 
interacting with recent scholarship. The result is 
a commentary that is academically rigorous and 
at the same time presents Ephesians as the good 
news it was meant to be. 


For more faculty books, see the Bookstore ad on page 23 or visit us online at wscal.edu/bookstore. 
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ee) HONORARIUM & MEMORIAL GIFTS 


In Honor Of... 
Rev. Dr. Steven M. Baugh 


Providence Orthodox Presbyterian Church 


Mrs. Dawn G. Doorn 
Ms. Ellen Ward 


Prof. Current Faculty 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goedhart 


In Memory Of... 


Mr. Harry Beckman 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 


Mr. Gerb De Boer 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 


Ms. Dorothy De Kriek 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 


Mrs. Frances J. Flikkema 
Mr. Dick C. Flikkema 


Mr. Hugo Goedhart 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goedhart 
Mrs. Mary Vanderbyl 


Mr. Pete Goedhart 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goedhart 


Mr. James W. Huston 

Mr. and Mrs. J. David Carroll 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Doorn II 

Mr. and Mrs. David V. Edling Esq. 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Bryan D. Estelle 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Henry 

Mrs. Sherri M. Jaycox 

Dr. and Mrs. Dennis E. Johnson 
Mr. Robert Mattson 

Mr. Bill Morrow 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald W. Prins 


Mrs. Clara Jasper 

Mr. and Mrs. Arlan Memmelaar 
Mrs. Arlene Kuhn 

Mrs. Ellen Von Seggern Richter 
Mr. Gary Spoelstra 

Rev. and Mrs. LeRoy Chrisoffels 
Ms. Joan Stokdyke 


Mr. and Mrs. James W. Onnink 
Mr. Scott Onnink 


Through September 23, 2016 


Mrs. Arlene Tiersma 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brower 


Mr. Keith Vander Pol 
Dr. and Mrs. Jerome W. Bentz 


Ms. Debra Vanderbyl 

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Derke P. Bergsma 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brower 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerrit Hofstee 


Mr. Gerrit Vanderbyl 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goedhart 


Mrs. Peggy Vellema 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 
Mr. John Waardenburg 
Mrs. Mary Vanderbyl 

Mr. John Wiersma 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 


Mr. Frank W. Young 
Mr. and Mrs. George S. MacKenzie 


KEY PROVISIONS OF THIS LAW 


Gifts Received From March 17, 2016 


>) HOW ABOUT A GIFT 
FROM YOUR IRA? 


Have you been looking for a way to make a major gift to 
Westminster Seminary California (WSC) without dipping 
into your checking or savings account? If you are over 70 
1/2, you can transfer up to $100,000 from your IRA to WSC 
in 2016 without paying any federal income tax. And this gift 
may be made over and above the other charitable gifts you 
already make. Your gift can be made simply by notifying your 
plan custodian of your intent to make a current transfer to 
Westminster Seminary California. And you will feel good 
knowing that you were able to make a major gift from your 
IRA this year. 

The IRA Charitable Rollover provision has been made 
permanent as part of the Protecting Americans from Tax 
Hikes (PATH) Act of 2015. This provision makes it possible 
to gift tax-free distributions from your IRA directly to WSC. 


WSCAL.EDU 


* Gifts are tax-free up to $100,000 per year 

* IRA holder must be age 70 1/2 or older 

* Gifts must be made directly to a charity 

* Gifts may only be made from traditional IRAs 
e Roth IRAs 


ACT NOW! To qualify for 2016, your tax-free IRA gift must 
be completed by December 31, 2016. If you have questions 
about how to make an IRA rollover gift in 2016, or would 
like assistance completing your gift, contact the WSC Ad- 
vancement Department at (760) 480-8474 ext. 130 or 131. You 
may also contact our partners in Planned Giving, Barnabas 
Foundation, toll-free at (888) 448-3040. They can help you 
make tax-wise decisions about your financial resources and 
their services are offered at no charge to you because of our 
membership in Barnabas Foundation. 
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UPGLOSE 


* WITH PETE SARA * 


Noss ri Tie 4 
HOW DID YOU COME TO BE INVOLVED WITH WSC? | 
During my early days in construction our Lord had a dual 
purpose in mind - building a seminary while bringing me 
closer to Him. The construction company I was working for 
placed me in charge of the initial phase of construction for 
the seminary. Having been raised Catholic I was at a time 
in my life where I had many theological questions about 
my Catholic faith. As I started building the seminary, God 
started to build my faith in Him. After many hours Of dis- ==. 
cussion with Bob den Dulk, and on occasion with many of 
the other professors, and later with Dick Kaufman, I came 
to our Lord and His Promised Kingdom. 


DESCRIBE YOUR EXPERIENCE AS A WSC TRUSTEE. _ 


I can’t say enough about how it has been a pleasure working = 
with a group of men so dedicated to our Lord and to His 
mission in preparing men and woman to serve His king- 
dom here on earth. The care and thought that each member pe 
places on assuring that WSC’s commitment to the students 
and to the teaching of the inerrant Scriptures and the Re- 
formed confessions ensures the proper preparation of future 
pastors, missionaries, teachers, and Christian leaders in the = 
Church working throughout the world. 


WHY IS THE GRADUATE STUDENT HOUSING PROJECT 


IMPORTANT? 


On-campus student housing will promote the most vibrant 
seminary community available in theological education. 
Currently, students come to the campus for their clas 
maybe spend some hours in the library, and then I 

When finished, there will be homes, beautiful landscap- 


ing, a commons building with picnic areas, a playground, “ i h 
‘N$ 
~*~ 


and places to sit, study, pray and fellowship. Students will 
continue to learn from each other after they leave the main 
campus. The comradery that will come from this unique 
seminary community will form lifetime friendships between a 
students and their families that will extend into their various =. 
ministry positions across the globe. 


PETE SARA serves as general contractor for the Westminster 
Seminary California graduate student housing project. Pete 
has served on the WSC Board of Trustees a combined 12 


~ 
years, recently having completed his fourth term. I 
—a/ 


The Trinity and the 


FACULTY BOOKS AVAILABLE 


Who Is Jesus? 


Covenant of Redemption Knowing Christ through 


by J. V. Fesko 
(Mentor, 2016) 


Walking with Jesus 
Through His Word 


Discovering Christ 
in All the Scriptures 


by Dennis E. Johnson 
(P&R, 2015) 


Songs of a 
Suffering King 


The Grand Christ Hymn 
of Psalms 1-8 


by J. V. Fesko 
(Reformation Heritage Books, 2014) 


His "I Am" Sayings 
by J. V. Fesko 


(Reformation Heritage Books, 2016) 


1. Sustainable faith in a radical, 
ss world, 


MICHAEL HORTON 


Ordinary 


Sustainable Faith in a 
Radical, Restless World 


by Michael S. Horton 
(Zondervan, 2014) 


MICHAEL HORTON 


Pilgrim Theology 


Core Doctrines for 
Christian Disciples 


by Michael S. Horton 
(Zondervan, 2013) 


Ephesians 


Evangelical Exegetical 
Commentary 


by S. M. Baugh 
(Lexham Press, 2015) 


MICHAEL HORTON 


CALVIN 


Calvin On The 
Christian Life 
Glorifying and Enjoying 
God Forever 


by Michael S. Horton 
(Crossway Books, 2014) 


John Calvin 


Pilgrim and Pastor 


by W. Robert Godfrey 
(Crossway Books, 2009) 


EL HORTON 


Core Christanity 


Finding Yourself 
in God's Story 


by Michael S. Horton 
(Zondervan, 2016) 


David VanDrunen 


Divine Covenants 
And Moral Order 
A Bibical Theology 
of Natural Law 


by David VanDrunen 
(Eerdmans, 2014) 


Word, Water, and Spirit 
A Reformed Perspective 
on Baptism 


by J. V. Fesko 
(Reformation Heritage Books, 
2013) 


NOW 


THE MAJESTIC HEART OF 
CHRISTIAN FAITH AND LIFE 


God's Glory Alone 


The Majestic Heart of 
Christian Faith and Life 


by David VanDrunen 
(Zondervan, 2015) 


Preaching the Whole 
Counsel of God 


Design and Deliver 
Gospel-Centered Sermons 


by Julius J. Kim 
(Zondervan, 2015) 


THEOLOGY 


Westminster Seminary 


California 
A New Old School 


by W. Robert Godfrey 
and D. G. Hart 
(Westminster Seminary 
California, 2012) 


The Theology of the 
Westminster Standards 


Historical Context and 
Theological Insights 


by J. V. Fesko 
(Crossway Books, 2014) 


THAD EDINN APE | 


Recovering the ANew Testament 
Reformed Confession Greek Primer 
Our Theology, Piety, (8rd Edition) 
and Practice by S. M. Baugh 
(P&R, 2012) 


by R. Scott Clark 
(Eerdmans, 2009) 


Westminster 


Seminary California 


Visit our campus Bookstore! 
wscCal.edu/bookstore 


Q Westminster 


w/ Seminary California 


1725 BEAR VALLEY PARKWAY 
ESCONDIDO, CA 92027 
WWW.WSCAL.EDU 


AN WESTMINSTER SEMINARY CALIFORNIA 


~ Annual Conference 2017 


IS THE REFORMATION 


OVERS 


JANUARY 13 - 14, 2017 
ON THE CAMPUS OF WESTMINSTER SEMINARY CALIFORNIA « ESCONDIDO, CA 


Join us for our annual conference as we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation 
and explore its history, theology, and abiding relevance for the church today. 


FEATURED SPEAKERS REGISTER ONLINE TODAY! 


W. Robert Godfrey, R. Scott Clark, JN! Fesko, WSCAL.EDU/CONFERENCE 
Michael S. Horton, Julius J. Kim, Joel E. Kim 


